Life in the Father's House Memorial OPC, Fall 2008
Lesson 5, ""Fulfilling Our Roles as Men and Women'' Pastor Matthew Judd

The Proposition

God has designed men and women differently in order to "fulfill different roles in His plan. Therefore, if we as Christian
men and women want to please God with our full potential.. .we must understand [and put into practice] the unique
functions for which we have been designed" (p. 96).

"Because the church and the relationships within it are a representation of God's character to the watching world, it is
essential for the witness of any congregation that men and women fulfill their designated roles" (p. 96).

The Role of Men in the Church

"Today's churches will rise to the standards of their Lord only if they have men who are...":

1. Loving Leaders

2. Effective Teachers

3. Godly Examples

Key Points:

* A vacuum of loving male leadership in Christ's church is an indication of weakness and sickness. Why do women aspire
to leadership positions in the church? There may be many sinful reasons that arise from the women themselves, but
the primary reason is because men abdicate their God appointed role, sit back, and do nothing.

* Leadership in the early church was not a glamorous position - persecution started with them.

* Leadership in the early church meant servanthood - washing feet, etc.

The Role of Women in the Church

God has not made women inferior to men! Rather, He has made them different from men. "Some of the main parts God has
designed for a woman to play in His body are...":

1. Submissive Learners

2. Gifted Trainers

A. The Training of Children

B. The Training of Younger Women

3. Skilled Hostesses

4. Humble Servants

Key Points:

* "The difference between men and women is not one of quality or ability, but of function" (p. 109).

* "The direction and instruction of the church is not a burden that women must bear. They should be grateful to God for
that, and joyfully seek to fulfill the many other crucial ministries to which they have been called" (p. 111).

» "Certainly if raising children is a special ministry for women, women ought to, if possible, have children.. .if they do not
have children of their own, they should find some children and help to 'bring them up" (pp. 112-113).

* When one's children are raised she should be using her experience to help train and teach the younger women. Indeed, a
woman's ministry is not done when her children leave the nest, it is only beginning.

1 Timothy and the Household of God

1. God, Our Father

2. Common Benefits Enjoyed by the entire Household



3. Unique Roles and Responsibilities According to the Household Pattern

4. The Cultivation of the Gifts and Abilities of All
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